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THE LEATER PRINCE COLLECTION 
OF LOVE TOKENS 

By Robert Wester 

Leater and her husband Bill Prince are well known numismatists from Raymond, New 
Hampshire and they began acquiring many outstanding numismatic items since the early 1950’s. 

New Hampshire boasts 4 members in our Love Token society and I must say Leater has form- 
ed the most impressive collection which I had the good fortune to view recently. Leater told me 
she has been collecting Love Tokens since 1953. Her interest began when she found a Dime Love 
Token with the engraving “Papa” on it at the local baseball field. 

Love Tokens originated during the reign of George II (1727) and began in America following 
the Civil War. Love Tokens consist of all types and denominations of coins, with one or both sides 
planed or smoothed off, and then engraved with names, initials, scenes or other messages to the 
recipient. 

We, Love Token Collectors, know that much of the historical background of them has been 
lost through death and time lapse, however, we truly treasure them for their lovely engraved art 
and beauty. We realize their prominent place in American numismatics more than coin collectors 
could imagine! 

Leater began describing her collection and showed me a beautiful necklace she found and pur- 
chased in the early 1960’s which has 19 engraved dimes with an 1827 bust half attached, centered, 
and is beautifully engraved, “Mother and Father” and includes a floral bouquet. 

It was truly a pleasure to see the lovely bracelets she has acquired. Of the dozen or so my 
favorite had 19 dimes of which 13 are scenes which picture 2 hearts and hands, a lake scene with 
house, crossed tennis racquets and man on horseback. 

Another bracelet has 7 beautifully matched engravings of the home, a rolling pin, vegetable 
chopper, milk pitcher, cup with saucer, flat-iron and a broom. 

One of the two magnificent watch fobs I saw had 4 dimes and a heart attached to the bottom. 

All the dimes have a scene and a name; Willie has a horseshoe, Frank an owl. Mama a dog and 
Papa, an ocean scene. The heart is dated 1891. 

Outstanding Love Tokens are too numerous to mention in Leater’s collection. Among many 
highlights is an 1855 seated half with pin, the eagle reverse is enameled in red, white and blue. 

Of the many dual sided dimes there’s an old fashion fire engine with the letter “T’, a 
telegrapher’s key with monograms and a railroad train with a fancy reverse named “Little 
Brother.” 

Other fancy engraved dimes include a horse, a heart with a letter “F”, a couple walking the 
beach holding hands and a cornucopia of flowers with the name “Tute.” 

Leater has approximately 400 Love Tokens in her collection and I could see the tender loving 
care she has taken in the last 34 years in assembling this marvelous collection! 

Her Morgan dollars have attractive names like “Ida” and huge letters A-B-C with flowers. An 
1800 American Bust Dollar has fancy monograms with scallop work around its edges. The 
George 4th Circa 1820 English Crown is most elaborately engraved “Lizzie Shomberg.” 

A one dollar gold coin has a bird with leaves and border. One 1852 2Vi dollar gold piece has a 
lake scene with houses and the name “grandma.” The other is dual with an ocean scene and 
lighthouse with the name “Elmer,” its reverse has floral work with a scroll and name “Jessie.” 

Another Love Token I found interesting and I’m sure you would, is an 1899 barber dime. It 
has the Lord’s Prayer, all hand engraved, and includes a fancy border. This dime shows the skill 
some engravers had years ago. We have all heard of elongated pennies and dimes. I examined this 
work with a 20 power glass and feel satisfied it’s hand engraved. 

As we all know, every collection has a favorite or personal highlight and I’m going to describe 
this most elaborate of Love Tokens I’ve seen. ?. 773 } 
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JAiES GUI:ES30 7fILL HOST THIB'JTE TO SD OAIE 

1997 SHOT APR. 20 :;HHA PAST PRESIDHHT 


The 1997 Hew Hampshire Humismatio Assn, 
coin shovf will be held Sunday, Apr. 20 at 
Holiday Inn, Exit 4, Hashua. It will be held 
in conjunction with the regular Third Sunsay 
ShcfVT held by Guinesso at this 3 Ilorth 
Eastern Blvd. location. There are over 40 
tables with dealers selling and buying coins. 

The show opens early and will be closing down 
by 2PU when IIEIA business meeting will be held. 

In addition to usual business of electing 
officers we must decide what to do with the 
Ray VOieeler -emorial Collection of town medals, 
tokens, wooden nickels etc. Please look into 
some possibilities. I consists of one or t\To 
3 ring tinders. 

Another matter to consider is the pos- 
sibility of holding a separate IHEIA show 
again. Hew Hampshire Eoll motors' Club of 
'■"'pord is offering to hold a one day shovr 
■ Saturday!} Apr, 18, 1993 at the Bektash 
Temple, 189 Pembroke Road, Concord, where 
they held successful Tri-State Exhibition 
shov:s the last two years. This would better 
serve members from central and northern parts 
of Ham pshi re jind there is room for exhibits 
share resulting profit , if any, with II,fl,lI,A, 

PLEASE TRY TO ATTSIlEo 


JOUR DUES DUE? 

Your Konagon label shov/s your status. 

If youf label has 97 on it you owe dues for 
1997 of If your label shows 98 or higher 
or you are a life llember you owe no dues. If 
the mmiber is 96 or less you owe back dues. 
Dues of i#4. a year should be sent to Sam 
Allen, Box 1665, Dover, H.H. 03820. Pay 
ahead if you like or become a Life jlember by 
paying #50, or if over 65 send only #25 snd 
never bother with dues again. 



PLEASE SUBLUT MATERIAL FCE HOIIAGOIJ 

Your editor thankS those v/ho h^ve 
provided material for publication in the 
Konagonl Bob Fritxoh, Sam Allen, Kevin 
Lafond, & Bob VTester and others. Hore 
is needed. Please 1 


Sd.vra.rd Dame, ■‘‘ashua, v.'as elected Second 
Vice President of Hew Hampshire IJumisnatio 
Association in 1373. He served as President 
in 1977 and 1978. He vras also President 
of Nashua Coin Club in the 1970 's. 

Ed was one of our most loyal members, 
attending many of the business meetings 
and contributing ideas for the good of 
the club. Ed and veife Yolande (Simny) had 
a bourse table at many coin shovfs and were 
knovm for high quality coins and dependable 
integrity. Sunny served as NHIIA. Secretarj'- 
treasurer for a time. '.Te extend our most 
sincere condolences to Sunny in the loss of 
her husband; 

4C ^ M * 

Apr. 15 Centennial Auctions, Stamps A Coinw 
Holiday Inn, Exitb4, Nashua 
Apr. 20, HHIIA a 3rd Smiclay Show at the 
Holiday Inn, Exit 4, Npshua 
May 17, July 19, Sept. 20, and Nov, 15 

(lary ‘^albo’s Small Cents II auctions 
at Holiday Inn, Exit 4, Nashua. 

June 10, Aug, 19, Oct. 13 Nec. 9, Centennial 
Auctions, Holiday Inn, Exit 4, Nashua 
Oct, IS Tristate Collectors' Exhibition 
Bektash Temple, 189 Pembroke Rd. , 
Concord, N. H. 

ALxOif BXCDij^TSI’i.'ixAXi IiIEiLALS 

Thanks to David Briggs for information 
on Alton, N.H. Bicentennial medals. (See the 
ill strations on next page ), The Tov/n Hall 
medal on right sold for #12.50. The others 
were #15. each, Virginia Dore 875-3451 or 
Muriel Stinson at 875-5211 may provide more 
information. 

Depicted on following pages are some " 
1780 notes mentioned in article in last 
Nonagon. #5, #7, and #8 notes are shown in 
Fall 1965 Nonagon, The #8. has the usual 
hole cancel. Reverses of #7 and #8 notes 
were shown in TTinter 1965-66 Nonagon. • 

Vlho has an unoancelled #2,? 
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Pewter medal- 
lions, depicting 
various scenes 
around Aitoh,' 
have been 

as bicen- 
tennial memen- 

(Courtesy 

Photo) 


ATE of IsEW-H,AMP SHIRE.ijiu 

N o . .. 1 h ree Dollan. cM 
I 'HB'PoflefTor oitilr fliall be paiffi 

■*■ THi‘-EK Spanifli milled D-'^LLARS'by the Thil-'j';— 
pliaty-firft Day of December, One frijoDland Seven HundredW 
W^Sand highty-fix, with ratcrelUn Htc^loney, at the RateM 
Five per Centum per AnKum, by the ' htate'of !^ew4^ 
pfcHAMPSHiRE, accofdjng » an Afl of theilegiflature of)^ 
i£‘!l>^the faid State, of the«T weaty-ninth Day of April, i y,8o. ™ 


Infzreji, /. d, q, 

J Annually, ° 3 § 

^T*f' 5 ''^^-nthly, o o 





g|STATE of NEW-HAMPSHIRE.j 

Four Dollars. I 

T H E Pofleflbr of this BILL lhall be paid F O UrL, 
Spanijh milled DOLLARS by the Thirty-finufa 
Day of December. Cne Thoufand Seven Hundred and^^ 
Eighty-fix, with Inte.-eil in like Money, at the RateH 
of Five per Centum per Atmumyhy the State of New-|t* 

I HAMPSHtae, according to an Aft of the Legillature olj! 
the faid State, of the Twenty-ninth April, lySo.jj 



Reverse of 1780 $3. 




. -- . _ V . ra . viiiuic I nr r<iyin'*nc 

«»* tile Within Bill, and will dmw-Bills 
ot Rxchinge for the Interell annually,, if de- 
inamicil, according to a Refolulion of Con- 
gress, l^f the i8th of\AJ<rrri, 1780. 




Reverse of 178054# 



J 'T'HE United States enfure the Payment 
r f TT® within BtLlf, and will <lraw Bills 
of Exchange for the Interell annually, if de- 
[ fhsnded, according to a Refolution of Con- 
gress, of ttie i8lh ai^Marcb, 4780. 

' f / • 

» f {.’T - Y. T •» . 
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The coin is smoothed on both sides and according to its edge, it’s a Spanish 8 Reales, silver 
dollar size. The obverse has a man and woman centered on the coin and they are holding each 
others’ hand, the coin is holed at 12 O’clock and directly below are 2 hearts with arrows. Inside a 
scalloped edge are the words “when this you see - remember mee.” Her initials are L.L., his were 
J.W. 

On the reverse is a huge sailing ship which has 3 masts and the English Flag. The ship’s name 
has “Alfred” which is engraved below from 7 to 5 O’clock. I would like to think this gentleman 
was the captain or an officer aboard the “Alfred” and gave this Love Token to his girl so she 
would never foi^et him while at sea, . . . most romantic! 

m always remember this pleasant May 1987 summer day visiting with Leater and Bill Prince. 
The viewing of her Love Token collection, I considered a privilege, and I couldn’t begin to tell 
you how much knowledge I gained from this grand lady. 

She told me as I was leaving to be patient and enjoy “The Love Token Collecting” and she’s 
absolutely correct!” Maybe an exciting addition to your collection or mine is in the near future,” 
she said. 


Interesting results of Bob rfester's research on the Alfred in next Nonagon* 


mr 


State of Wew-^ainpj5ire. 

rWENTT DOLLARS^ 

T H'E PolTe^r of tiit Se 

TWENTY Spanifli mill to DOLLARS by 
Thircy.firll Day of Dtctmbv, One Thonfand Seven Hun.^ 
died and Eighty-fix, with Incereft in like Money, at theJS 
a ate of Tivt ptr Centum per jfnnum, by the State of AVw-iW 
Hampjbirt, according to an Aft of the Legiilature of the@ 
raid Sttte, of the Twenty-ninth Day of >78®* ^ 

'fcTijc /I ^ (if 1 


I M M H H » 

ImtiTt^. t. d. q, 
'^nnnally, 6 o o 
Monthly, o 6 o 
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Obverse de Reverse of 1780 IJ.H. 020. 



Printed by HALL and SE LLERS. 

UNITED S r ATES enfurc the Pay- 
of 'he within Bill, and will draw 
hBKliof Exchange for the IniereU annijUly. 

demanded, according to a Refoluiion of 
ICOHOREja. of the itth ofKarcb, ijto. 
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ADVERTISING 


Advertising is accepted for the 
Noaagon at the following rates j 
Full page ad $20, 

Half Page ad $12, 

One-fourth page ad $7, 

Same ad may he included in 3 issues 
Fall, 'lYlnter, and Spring for 2'1- 
times the single rate. Copy for the 
ads (camera ready) may he submitted to 
'i7ayne S. Rich, 11 South St., Concord, 
N.H. 03301 hy Sept. 1, Jan, 1, or 
Apr. 1 with check to H.H.H.A. 


MEMBER OF 

NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 



FOE. TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 


Collector & Buyer - Political Items 
Coins & Merckant Tokens 


RILLA WHITENECK PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS FOR 

HAROLD WHITENECK BANKS-ESTATES 



JACK JEWELL 

67 Bellamy Road ( 5 ) 

Dover, NH 03820 


CONCORD COINS 

COURT COIN COMPANY 
FULL TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 
OLD COINS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


603-742-2198 

A.P.1.C, 10465 Free Appraisals 


5 SOUTH STATE STREET 

A. N.A.C.N.A. CONCORD, NH 03301 

B. N.S. M.NA. N.E.N.A. (g03) 224-9337 


_viAIITEDi NEW HA.:?3HIRS CURRENCY 
National, Obsolots, and Scrip ' 


'W 
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Pleass describe and prloe 

V^anen S. HenJenon 

621 Ramblin Rose Lane 
Nokomis, Florida' 34275 
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Vertising 


advertising 


ADVERTISING 



RARE COINS 

ANTIQUE WATCHES 

GOLD 

SILVER 

BASEBALL CARDS 

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED 


BOB’S COINS OF MANCHESTER 

669-7775 

378 KELLEY ST., MANCHESTER, N.H. 



ROBERT A. LAVOIE: ANA, NAWCC 



*Bruce Breton 

BUYING 


IS 


CHOICE &RARE TJ.S. COINS 

NEW HAMPSHIRE’S FINEST COIN & JEWET.ry SHOP 

I am buying premium quality PCGS or NGC coins especially 
MS65 & higher (Sight seen only) Also buying defrect free 
original circulated coins (value over $101*^ ea) especially 
key dates and rarities. Can handle any size transaction. 

I specialize in coins so I can pay more than anyone. 

Get your best price then come to me and I'll work hard 
to beat your best offer. Full. time dealer for 16 years. 

• Bullion Gold & Silver • Complete Jewelry Dept. 

Coin Supplies • Appraisals 

Authorized submission center for PCGS & NGC 

BRUC E BRETON & CO. 

AMHERST STREET MALL • 427 AMHERST ST. • NASHUA. NH 03063 

Member: ANA (20 yrs), FUN, ICTA, PCGS, NGC. Life member 



Buying MS63-67 

• Commems 

• Morgan $ 

• Peace $ 

• Walkers 

• Type coins 
BU & Proof 

• Rare Gold 

Store Hours; 

Mon-Frl 9:30-5 
Sat 9:30- 2 

603-882-2050 

1-800-320-2050 
NHNA & MNA 


